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Lance Corporal Haerter was from the 

small Peconic Bay community of Sag 
Harbor, New York, and is the village’s 
first war casualty since World War II. 
He is the 30th of our brave troops from 
Long Island, and the eighth con-
stituent of mine, who has fallen in Iraq 
and Afghanistan. 

Lance Corporal Haerter had been in 
Iraq for only a month when he died a 
hero while defending a checkpoint in 
Ramadi. He was killed while firing at 
the driver of an enemy truck full of ex-
plosives that was running a barrier and 
about to crash into dozens of his fellow 
marines. His noble sacrifice was hon-
ored earlier this week when hundreds 
of Long Islanders paid their respects 
outside the Old Whalers Church in Sag 
Harbor. They remembered his youth, 
his love of the Marine Corps, and his 
determination to be the best marine he 
could be. He was always faithful. 

On behalf of New York’s First Con-
gressional District, I extend our heart-
felt condolences to his family. Their 
loss will never be forgotten, and we 
will always remember Jordan’s noble 
sacrifice. 

f 

PASS THE ‘‘RIPE’’ ACT 

(Mr. FLAKE asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. FLAKE. Madam Speaker, re-
cently I introduced a bill to repeal 
some of the legislative provisions that 
have led to an artificial demand for 
ethanol. H.R. 5911, the Remove Incen-
tives for Producing Ethanol Act of 2008, 
or RIPE Act, repeals the renewable fuel 
standard, repeals tax credits for eth-
anol producers, and repeals tariffs and 
duties on imported ethanol. These in-
centives are giving ethanol producers a 
guaranteed market for their product. 

Domestic corn, already a heavily sub-
sidized commodity, has been the pri-
mary source of biofuel, and the man-
date has encouraged farmers to focus 
agriculture production away from food 
production toward fuel production. The 
Department of Agriculture has said 
that the biofuel mandate has raised 
fuel prices as much as 20 percent. 

In addition, ethanol’s role as a sup-
posed savior for our energy woes has 
been severely overstated. Ethanol as a 
fuel yields about 30 percent less energy 
per gallon than a gallon of gasoline. 
This is what happens when government 
picks winners and losers in the econ-
omy and the marketplace. Just 4 
months ago, we were convinced we had 
a winner. It’s turned out to be a big 
loser. 

We need to remove the incentive. I 
urge support of H.R. 5911. 

f 

LET US SALUTE OUR VETERANS 

(Mr. CARSON of Indiana asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute.) 

Mr. CARSON of Indiana. Madam 
Speaker, I come to the House floor 
today to honor our Nation’s veterans, 

particularly the thousands of Hoosiers 
who have risked their lives to protect 
our Nation and secure our liberty. All 
Americans owe a great debt to the vet-
erans who have served and, in some 
cases, made the ultimate sacrifices for 
our Nation. 

As a Member of Congress, I rely on 
the spirit of these brave men and 
women to guide me as we work in the 
Chamber to ensure our troops have the 
benefits they have earned and deserved 
when they come home. 

This weekend in my hometown of In-
dianapolis, Indiana, our distinguished 
House Majority Leader STENY HOYER 
has graciously agreed to accompany 
me to meet with a group of our Na-
tion’s finest veterans at the American 
Legion on Guion Road. This visit will 
provide Leader HOYER and me with the 
opportunity to personally thank some 
of our veterans and learn more about 
how we can better meet the needs of 
these true American heroes. 

I am honored to welcome the major-
ity leader back to Indianapolis, and I 
look forward to working with him to 
ensure that we meet the needs of all of 
our Nation’s veterans. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mrs. 
TAUSCHER). Members are reminded not 
to traffic the well while another Mem-
ber is under recognition. 

f 

REAUTHORIZE COUNTY PAYMENTS 

(Mr. WALDEN of Oregon asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute.) 

Mr. WALDEN of Oregon. Madam 
Speaker, of all of the counties in the 
Second Congressional District, perhaps 
none has been more profoundly im-
pacted by Congress’ refusal to reau-
thorize county payments than Jose-
phine County. 

Nearly half of the county workforce 
has been cut in recent years. Public 
safety has been hardest hit. Overnight 
patrols by the Josephine County Sher-
iff’s Office are down to one 10-hour 
shift split among six deputies who 
cover 1,640 square miles. That’s six dep-
uties patrolling an area the size of the 
State of Rhode Island. 

Maybe you remember the frantic 
search after Thanksgiving of 2006 for 
the James Kim family in the Federal 
forests off southern Oregon. The 
search-and-rescue funds for that oper-
ation came from this very program 
that Congress has refused to reauthor-
ize. 

Why won’t the Democrat leadership 
bring a vote on H.R. 3058? It’s a bipar-
tisan, 4-year reauthorization bill for 
county payments. It has been 3 months 
since the committees of jurisdiction 
have sent it to the full House, and yet 
no votes have been scheduled. 

So I again call on the Democratic 
leadership to do the right thing. Keep 
the commitment to the timbered com-

munities of this country and pass a re-
authorization or attach it to a vehicle 
that’s moving. Restore faith with rural 
counties all across America. Keep the 
Federal commitment to the people of 
timbered counties like Josephine. 

f 

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION 
OF MOTIONS TO SUSPEND THE 
RULES 

Ms. SLAUGHTER. Madam Speaker, 
by direction of the Committee on 
Rules, I call up House Resolution 1167 
and ask for its immediate consider-
ation. 

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 1167 
Resolved, That it shall be in order at any 

time on the legislative day of Thursday, May 
1, 2008, for the Speaker to entertain motions 
that the House suspend the rules relating to 
the following measures: 

(1) The bill (H.R. 5715) to ensure continued 
availability of access to the Federal student 
loan program for students and families. 

(2) The bill (H.R. 493) to prohibit discrimi-
nation on the basis of genetic information 
with respect to health insurance and employ-
ment. 

(3) A bill to provide for a temporary exten-
sion of programs authorized by the Farm Se-
curity and Rural Investment Act of 2002. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tlewoman from New York is recognized 
for 1 hour. 

Ms. SLAUGHTER. Madam Speaker, 
for the purpose of debate only, I yield 
the customary 30 minutes to the gen-
tleman from Washington (Mr. 
HASTINGS). All time yielded during con-
sideration of the rule is for debate 
only. 

I yield myself such time as I may 
consume and ask unanimous consent 
that all Members be given 5 legislative 
days in which to revise and extend 
their remarks on House Resolution 
1167. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from New York? 

There was no objection. 
Ms. SLAUGHTER. Madam Speaker, 

as the Clerk just described, H. Res. 1167 
authorizes the Speaker to entertain 
motions that the House suspend the 
rules at any time on the legislative day 
of Thursday, May 1, 2008, on legislation 
relating to the following three meas-
ures: 

(1) H.R. 5715, to protect the Federal 
student loan program. 

(2) H.R. 493, Genetic Information 
Nondiscrimination Act. 

(3) a bill to provide for a temporary 
extension of the farm bill. 

The rule is necessary because under 
clause 1(a) of rule XV, the Speaker may 
entertain motions to suspend the rules 
only on Monday, Tuesday, or Wednes-
day of each week. In order for suspen-
sions to be considered on other days, 
the Rules Committee must authorize 
consideration of these motions. 

This is not an unusual procedure. In 
fact, in the 109th Congress, my friends 
on the other side of the aisle reported 
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